RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
and by Professor J. H. Poynting on " The Pressure of Light".   These, as well as the Presidential Addresses, were given in the Walker Theatre, one of the largest playhouses in the Dominion at that time.  The Members of the Association received very generous hospitality,  and had the opportunity of learning much about the conditions of life in the newly developed regions in Canada.    One thing that struck me very forcibly was the importance of the work done by the Young Men's Christian Association in this, and indeed in all the other towns I visited in Canada. The Association has a very fine club-house, much larger than is usual in this country, and a Committee which is active in getting into touch with young men when they arrive,  inviting them  to join  the  Club,   giving them opportunities of making friends and of joining in many social functions.   This must mean a great deal to a young man, not only when he first comes to the town but as long as he stays there.    Another feature which struck me is the great part which the big hotel plays in the social life of the place.   Everyone who wishes to meet a friend in the evening seems to think that the best chance of finding him is to go to the lounge of the hotel.   Many politicians either entertaining their constituents, or arguing with each other, are to be found there, and business men meet to fix up their deals.   If anyone wishes to entertain, he does so at the hotel and not at his own house.    This custom seems to have spread to this country.   When I was in Dublin recently the lounge in my hotel reminded me very strongly of those I had seen in Canada nearly thirty years ago.
We got an example of the mineral wealth of Canada
when we were at Winnipeg, for it was discovered during
our visit that the sand used for spreading over the roads
contained platinum.   Long before this the railroads in the
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